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We would like to hear from you! E mail us if you find this Newsletter Helpful. Remember this is a free service to our friends and Customers your Purchase orders to Innovative Education helps to Keep this a free service.

1) Youth Action Net Helps Fund Social Entrepreneurial Projects 

Deadline: October 1, 2002 

A project of the International Youth Foundation, Youth Action Net is an interactive Web site created by and for youth that works to inspire and promote youth leadership worldwide. The project's awards program makes small grants to youth leaders with new projects that promote social change and connect youth with local communities. 

Eligible youth-led projects must have clearly defined goals and the potential for growth or further replication. Award recipients will receive $500 and funds for a disposable camera to photo-document their project for an online photo gallery. Award recipients also will have the opportunity to take part in an online journal and contribute to a compendium of case studies highlighting the work of 
young people around the world bringing positive change to their communities. 

Ten winners will be selected in the second phase of the 2002 program. The program is open to all young people aged 18-24. Both individuals and groups may apply. Individuals must have a leadership role in a youth-led initiative that works to create positive change in their community; groups/organizations must be youth-led and have as part of their mission the goal of creating positive change in their community. All applications must be written in 
English. 

For complete program information, including a list of recent winners, and to obtain an application form, see the Youth Action Net Web site. 

RFP Link: http://www.youthactionnet.org/minigrants.php 

2) Environmental Education Grant Available from PG&E National Energy Group 

Deadline: September 30, 2002 

PG&E National Energy Group, headquartered in Bethesda, Maryland, is now accepting applications for its annual Environmental Education Grant Program. Grants ranging from $5,000 to $10,000 will be awarded for innovative programs that encourage and support educating young people about the environment. 

Those eligible to apply for grants include elementary, middle, and high schools, and nonprofit organizations that are engaged in educational projects related to earth science, conservation, and the environment. Teacher training programs with hands-on student activities that focus on earth science and environmental education projects can also qualify. Criteria considered in the review process include the environmental benefits, educational value, scientific component, interactive nature, and lasting impact of the project. 

Additional information on the program, including detailed guidelines and a list of past grant recipients, can be found on PG&E National Energy Group's Web site. Applications can be requested through the Web site or by e-mailing or writing the program. 

Contact: 
PG&E National Energy Group 
Environmental Education Grant Program 
6th Floor, 7600 Wisconsin Ave. 
Bethesda, MD 20814 
E-mail: grants@neg.pge.com 

RFP Link: http://www.neg.pge.com/grantProgram.html 
3) 3Com's Urban Challenge Program to Help Bridge the Digital Divide 

Deadline: November 1, 2002 
A program of Santa Clara, California-based technology company 3Com, the Urban Challenge program provides grants of $100,000 in 3Com technology to U.S. cities that use information technology in new and innovative ways. 

Modeled on 3Com's 1996 collaboration with the City of Boston, which helped transform its 130 public schools into the nation's first fully networked urban school system, the program has awarded $4 million in grants to 40 cities since 1999, and will give additional grants to more cities by the end of 2002. The new winners will not only receive 3Com equipment, but will also be eligible for reduced-cost share assistance from program partner AmeriCorps*VISTA. Urban Challenge winners who qualify will obtain low-cost 
assistance for installation management, training, and more. 

Using the 3Com grant, schools, departments, and organizations can tailor a networking solution that meets their community's needs. To participate, a city should meet at least one of the following criteria: have a principal policy agenda aimed at enhancing educational or community development; be able to demonstrate involvement and a strong endorsement from the mayor's office; provide tan gible benefits to students and residents in a specified timeframe; serve multiple constituencies, including schools, local community colleges, libraries, government agencies, healthcare institutions, etc.; and/or be able to articulate specific ideas about how it intends to use the grant. Grants are awarded on a rolling basis. 

For further information and to request a grant application, 
see the 3Com Web site. 

RFP Link: 

http://www.3com.com/solutions/en_US/scenario.jsp?solutiontype=1000004&groupi
_860933499

